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Hi all, welcome back. As you can see we won funding for another year of the Good 
Soil Health Newsletter. I will be doing my best again this year to keep you interested 
and informed on all things that happen around us with a focus on what we can gain 
from the internet. As always, feedback is very much appreciated, comments and ideas    
welcome. This month I have chosen Farm Forestry/Agroforestry as the topic. This 
naturally involves a little bit of politics, especially with recent and ongoing changes 
to who thinks what in the positions of power in both the State and Federal spheres.  

A note to follow up on last years editions. I owe the system one final edition from   
December 2010 - the second in the Soil Chemistry series from Gwyn Jones. I will be 
issuing that newsletter shortly so don’t be confused with the date tag on it.   

For now, some basics about Farm Forestry/Agroforestry and then some great web 
sites to get into the real details. Enjoy. 

DISCLAIMER: The links contained in this newsletter are for convenience only and do not mean that 
OLN endorses or approves those sites, their content, the people who run them, or any commercial 
products on those sites. You accept all risks and responsibility for losses, damages, costs and other 
consequences resulting directly or indirectly from using information contained in this newsletter.   O
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Farm Forestry/AgroforestryFarm Forestry/AgroforestryFarm Forestry/Agroforestry   
First, lets establish a few basics to ensure that we are all on the same page and that 
we use the same terminology when visiting the websites provided in the newsletter. 

Farm Forestry: This is the management of trees for a specific purpose within a 
farming context. Typically this is timber plantations on private land. However it can 
be applied to a range of enterprises utilising different parts of the tree and managed 
in a variety of ways. 

Agroforestry: This is the combining of agriculture and tree growing so as to      
produce both agricultural products and tree products on a commercial basis. The 
purpose of this is to gain positive interactions between the two systems at both the 
paddock level and the enterprise level.  
 

The two systems may be fully physically integrated, or treated as separate entities 
within a single business enterprise. It is therefore ideally suited to the landholder 
seeking to enter farm forestry on a small scale, whilst maintaining an existing      
agricultural enterprise. 

Farm Forestry & Agroforestry can produce multiple benefits for the farm, the      
environment and the community.                                                                        
                                                                                                ………..    Continued on Page 2 
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Benefits to the landholder include shelter for 
stock, pasture and crops, additional and          
diversified earnings, improved living              
environments, a buffer against the cyclical 
downturns in prices and drought, frost and flood 
events, improvement and maintenance of soil 
and water health through watertable              
reduction, increases in capital value. Other     
benefits to the environment and community   
include the creation of new jobs and  industries, 
sustainable management of natural resources, 
and increases in biodiversity. 

Farm forestry is an industry that easily fits 
around the activities of most agricultural        
enterprises, noting that prices of wood products 
are relatively stable compared to most             
agricultural products and that long term  
productivity is not weather dependent. 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Farm forestry windbreaks provide protection for livestock, crops and pastures. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2  Trees lower watertables – this helps to combat a salinity problem. 
 

Acknowledgement and thanks to DPI Vic and DAFF for the above content. 

Introduction sites from various government departments and support organisations: 
http://www.daff.gov.au/forestry/plantation-farm-forestry  

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/DPI/nreninf.nsf/childdocs/-1C62D26CD3AF6FE44A2568B300051289-
0A38C6F4DA19A236CA256BC80005ACBD-B8ADFBA1D05C95094A256DEA002784E4-
963853EDD7E3C3B7CA256C1C0001B1CB?open  

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/DPI/nreninf.nsf/childdocs/-1C62D26CD3AF6FE44A2568B300051289-
0A38C6F4DA19A236CA256BC80005ACBD-B8ADFBA1D05C95094A256DEA002784E4-
309E5DA7BA259513CA256BCF000BBDAC?open  

                                                ……………………..I wish they had a better naming system and shorter links! 

A bit long but great bed time reading with a clear argument. 
http://www.daff.gov.au/forestry/plantation-farm-forestry/publications/role  

Farm Forest Line - there is plenty of info here from why to do it at all through to what to do with the output.  
http://www.farmforestline.com.au/pages/1_why.html  

http://www.farmforestline.com.au/pages/1.2_multipurpose.html  

http://www.farmforestline.com.au/pages/2.1_making.html  
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Thanks for persevering this far. The best way to get value out of this newsletter is to register to     
receive it by email so you can point and click on all the links and go straight to the sites. If you would 
like to receive this and subsequent newsletters by email please register with me at the address below. 

             And now for the humour section - still needing to put a bit of fun into our lives …. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L57-vQvo34E  

 … some great graphics … http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYMRepK_aqw&feature=related  

       ...and for those who love their computer ….http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJ4A0aaaOAw  

 

How to go about it: A good variety of sources on what to do and how to do it. 
http://www.afg.asn.au/images/stories/PDF/Publications/Getting_Started_in_Farm_Forestry.pdf 

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/DPI/nreninf.nsf/v/A37AD7F20B4D21C0CA257424001A9552/%24file/Farm_Forestry_Selecting_the_Right_T
ree.pdf  

Design Principles for Farm Forestry - slide down the page to find a good book of this title downloadable by chapter: 
http://www.agroforestry.net.au/main.asp?_=Publications  

http://www.agroforestry.net.au/main.asp?_=Tree%20species  

http://www.farmforestline.com.au/pages/4_designing.html  

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/DPI/nreninf.nsf/v/B60ACCDD3A049C3ECA25740F007A7EAB/%24file/Planning_for_Timber_Plantations.pdf 

http://www.agroforestry.net.au/main.asp?_=How%20to%20plant  
 

Case Studies: Have a look at what others have already done: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/land/publications/pubs/forestry.pdf   

http://www.springerlink.com/content/ghh775l5mw772666/  

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/dpi/nreninf.nsf/v/50791FA512513DE9CA25741900002715/%24file/Case-
study_Managing_your_farm_forestry_trees_whats_your_plan.pdf 

http://outernode.pir.sa.gov.au/forestry/publications_index/forestry_development_information/caseStudies/case_study  

http://www.afg.asn.au/images/stories/PDF/Projects/NorthEastVictoriaFirewoodFeasibilityStudy.pdf 
 

This is a great case study where the community was committed and involved rather than focussing on a single property: 
http://new.dpi.vic.gov.au/forestry/publications/a-web-of-trees  
 

When you are serious, you will need some serious reading material: 
Regional Opportunities for Agroforestry Systems in Australia:  https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/08-176  
https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/collections/aft  : Note- from this page you can select the document you want by double clicking on it.   
This will open a full page on the document from where you can download the PDF version, instead of paying the money for the hardcopy. 
 

Tax: Always changing - gives some background. 
http://www.afg.asn.au/images/stories/PDF/Publications/Occasional_Papers/Plantations_and_tax_the_basics.pdf 
http://www.plantations2020.com.au/assets/acrobat/ComparativeTaxTable%20Feb%2009.pdf  
http://www.daff.gov.au/rfa/publications/deferred/wood-paper/tax    

 

...And all the rest from DPI Vic:  
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/DPI/nreninf.nsf/childdocs/-1C62D26CD3AF6FE44A2568B300051289-
0A38C6F4DA19A236CA256BC80005ACBD?open  
 

Farm Forestry Contacts: Agroforestry and farm forestry networks are a good source of information and support with        
membership applications and associated material available from the respective network contacts. Here are a few DPI and other contacts : 

Bruce Sonogan  North East Vic AFG 03 5761 1666    nevic@afg.asn.au  
Philippa Noble (DPI Wangaratta)  03 5723 8600    philippa.noble@dpi.vic.gov.au 
Charles Hajek (DPI Wangaratta)  03 5723 8600  charles.hajek@dpi.vic.giv.au 
 

I must say this one was a bit difficult to research with the age of some documents and the balance between easy, 
introductory type material and the deep and heavy stuff. I hope this is a least a starting point given the potential 
for agroforestry to be of value to you and to the environment in times of climate change. 



  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Ovens Landcare Network  PO Box 63 Porepunkah Vic 3740 

 
Do you have something of  interest to say,  

a topic you would like addressed or query answered ? 
Call or Email Trevor and see what he may be able to do to help. 

 

 
Mobile: 0439 393 019 

Email: upperovens@landcarevic.net.au 
 

Save Paper  
Please let me know if  you no longer wish to receive the newsletter 

 


